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Sampford Brett Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 8th March 2023 

 
 
Minutes of the Sampford Brett Annual Parish Meeting which took place on Wednesday 8th March 2023 at 
Sampford Brett Village Hall, beginning at 6.30pm. 
 
Parish Councillors Present: N Brodrick (Chair), B Martin, J Russell, and S Voller 
 
In Attendance: County Councillor R Woods. 
 Mr D Croxton, Chair of the West Somerset Community Car Schemes 

Partnership. 
Five Members of the Public and Mrs T-A Biss (Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer) 

 

The meeting began at 6:30pm 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. PRESENTATION ON COMMUNITY TRANSPORT, EVIE AND BICKLIFTS, BY DAVID CROXTON, CHAIR OF 

THE WEST SOMERSET COMMUNITY CAR SCHEMES PARTNERSHIP 
 
2.1 Cllr Brodrick welcomed David Croxton, the Chair of the West Somerset Community Car Schemes 

Partnership. 
 

2.2 The partnership currently is the umbrella for fourteen schemes across Somerset which are delivered 
through the Volunteer Section and are “not for profit” organisations. 
 

2.3 The Bicklifts scheme has a pool of volunteer drivers who use their own vehicles to supply transport 
for residents.  There are currently six drivers with between 200-300 trips per year, so volunteer 
drivers are always welcome.  The scheme pays drivers 35p per mile and provides vehicle insurance 
for these trips.  Residents must register with Bicklifts and two days’ notice for the journey is asked 
(journeys are usually local to the area). 
 

2.4 The “Evie” scheme covers Bicknoller, Sampford Brett and Watchet.  This scheme has one electric 
vehicle which is based at Bicknoller and is also dependent on volunteer drivers.  This vehicle can carry 
four passengers and one wheelchair. 
 

2.5 Any Question session: 
 

 Are drivers committed to 24hrs availability?  No, drivers decide their own commitment period. 
 When is the service available?  The service looks to runs in office times, but on occasions can 

runout side this period. 
 Confirmation about insurance?  During the period drivers are driving for the schemes there is a 

specific insurance, but you are advised to inform your own insurance provider. 
 Does the service run seven days a week?  Yes, the service does run seven days a week 

(available drivers permitting). 
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 Example of journey distance for Bicklifts?  This is a local service only e.g., Taunton transport 
stations would be an example of the longest distance travelled. 

 Does the scheme pay parking charges?  No, the person booking the transport pays for any 
parking charges, however Musgrove Park Hospital do allow those using the scheme to park for 
free. 

 
Refer to Appendix A for information leaflets. 
 

2.5 Cllr Brodrick thanked David for the informative presentation on the history and services provided by 
the Bicklifts and Evie schemes. 

 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 

ON WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH 2022 
 
 Apologies received from Cllrs J Swan, T Skinner, and S Miles due to illness, travel disruption and work 

commitments.  Four members of the public also sent apologies due to Covid. 
 
 Resolution: 
 The minutes of the Sampford Brett Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th March 2022 approved as being 

a true and correct record and signed as such. 

 
4. ANNUAL REPORT – by Cllr J Swan (Parish Chair) and presented by Cllr N Brodrick 
 
4.1 Councillors 
 

There have been several changes to the parish councillors in the last year due to the May elections 
and some co-options: 
 Martin Blazey, Bernie Doyle and Diane Brooks stood down at the election; Cllr Swan sent 

thanks to them all for their many years of loyal service. 
 Julian Russell, Brian Martin, Stephen Voller and Tracey Skinner joined the council; and Cllr 

Swan would like to take this opportunity to welcome them. 
 

There have also been changes at District and County Council level – and there are more changes to 
come as there will be a single Unitary Authority for Somerset from the beginning of April 2023. 
 Cllr Swan took this opportunity to thank Loretta Whetlor, Ian Aldridge and Hugh Davies who 

have been the District Councillors for several years. 
 Hugh Davies (wearing his second hat!) and Rosemary Woods elected as the County Councillors 

in May and will be continuing as our councillors on the new Somerset Council.  
 
Moving to a unitary authority is a major upheaval and only time will tell how well it works. 
 
4.2 Defibrillator 
 

 During the year, the defibrillator was recalled for an upgrade and subsequently had a new 
battery. 

 Cllr Miles ran two CPR/defibrillator training sessions in the autumn.  They were very well 
received but attendance was rather disappointing. 
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4.3 Flood Management 
 

 Following the change in councillors, Brian Martin took over from Martin Blazey as Flood 
Warden. 

 A major storm on August 16th caused flood damage in several properties,  However, the night 
brought the best out of Sampford Brett with lots of people rallying round to help others – Cllr 
Swan thanks everyone. 

 As a result of discussions with the Environment Agency the Parish Council were encouraged to 
apply for a grant to improve the flood resilience.  This was successful and in the next couple of 
months the Council will be erecting a shed behind the village hall garage to store flood defence 
equipment.  The Council will also be increasing the supply of aqua sacs etc. 

 The Council will also support the formalising of a flood volunteer response group, with training 
session organised for volunteers later this month.  Volunteers are welcome, please talk to Cllr 
Martin. 

 Lastly, the Environment Agency are going to install two flood gauges in the village stream.  
These will send automatic alerts to nominated people if the stream level starts to rise.  One 
will be located by the grill outside Sampford House and the other sited at the bottom of Brett 
Close. 

 
4.4 Planning 
 

Six applications have been decided during the year affecting five properties; five were granted, one 
refused, and one other was withdrawn. 
 Those approved were extensions and updating at Mouse Cottage, Kiln Ridge, Castaways (Brett 

Close) and Applegarth (Tower Hill) 
 Demolition of Cloverfield Barn (Weacombe) and replacement with a new house was refused. 

 
4.5 Grit bins 

The village hall management committee approached the Parish Council with a request for the 
purchase of a small grit bin which could be placed close to the entrance of the hall to enable easier 
salting of the ramp.  This request followed a member of the public slipping on ice whilst entering the 
hall.  This request was approved, and the grit bin is in place. 

 
4.6 Telephone box 

 There was an issue at the beginning of the year with water ingress in the phone box which was 
damaging any books that were stored on the floor.  The glass panes have now been sealed 
with silicone, so it is now watertight. 

 Terri Pratt continues to look after the library in the telephone box –Cllr Swan wished to thank 
Terri. 

 
4.7 Seat by bus shelter 

One of the wooden slats rotted away soon after the seat was renovated last year.  Phil Swan has now 
replaced it and Cllr Swan sent her thanks. 

 
4.8 Footpaths 

Cllr Swan sent thanks to Cllr Brodrick for continuing to consult with the council’s footpaths officer.  
Over the last few years, the Parish Council has worked steadily to get footpath stiles changed to 
kissing gates.  The last stile was on the path between Mill Farm and Williton.  Getting it changed to a 
gate was harder than the Council expected as referral to the land registry was required to identify 
the owner.  Cllr Swan is pleased to report that no stiles remain, and all access is through kissing 
gates. 
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4.9 Precept 

Following the December Parish Meeting, Councillors resolved that to cover rising costs a £300 
increase in the Parish Precept for 2023/24 was requires increasing it to £3,700. 

 
D J Swan.  08.03.23 

 
4. The Chair thanked all those in attendance and the meeting closed at 6.55pm. 

 
 
 
Chairman’s Signature: 

 
 
 
D J Swan 

 
 
 
Date: 

 
 
 
13th March 2024 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix A (Cont.) 

 

 


