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Sampford Brett Parish Council 
Parish Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday 11th June 2025 
 
Minutes of the Sampford Brett Parish Council Meeting which took place on Wednesday 11th June 2025 
and was held at Sampford Brett Village Hall, beginning at 6.30pm. 
 
Parish Councillors Present: J Swan (Chair), N Brodrick, B Martin (Vice Chair), S Miles, J Russell, T Skinner, 

and S Voller 
 
In Attendance: Two members of the public, Somerset Councillor H Davies, and Mrs T-A Biss 

(Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) 
 

6.30pm - PRIOR TO THE START OF THE MEETING: 
 
a) Question and comments from members of the public. 

i. A letter of thanks has been received from the Parochial Church Council (PCC), St. George’s 
Church Sampford Brett for the grant of £150. 

ii. Traffic Speed along Tower Hill (refer to Item 6.2) 
 
b) Request to address the Parish Council from members of the public. 

No request had been received from members of the public. 
 
c) Reports from Somerset Councillors 

Apologies received from Somerset Cllr R Woods.  Cllr Davies and Cllr Woods’ reports had been 
circulated to Members prior to the meeting.  Cllr Davies provided an update including the 
forthcoming major road works on the M5 at Chelston, Wellington. 
Cllr Swan asked Cllr Davies: 
 Why were the “cats’ eyes” on the A39 from Williton to Washford roundabout removed in May 

when surface dressing is not due to take place until September 2025? 
 Confirmation on the opening date of the Library in West Somerset House following the delays? 
Cllr Davies to seek clarification. 
For information on planned roadworks refer to: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/roadworks-and-travel/ 

 

The meeting was then formally opened. 
 
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO APPROVE THE REASONS GIVEN (LGA 1972 s85 (1)) 
 
1.1 None. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items (as set out within the Parish 
Council’s Code of Conduct), and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that corresponds with Localism Act 2011 
s33(b-e).  (NB this does not prevent any later declarations) 

 
2.1 None. 
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3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th May 2025 (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1)) 

 
3.1 Points of accuracy: Page 641 7.00pm 6.30pm– PRIOR TO…… 

Page 643 10.12 “Keep Britain Tidy ….” 
Page 643 12.2 with aemail address telephone number 

 
 Resolution: 
 That following the points of accuracy amendments the minutes of Sampford Brett Parish Council 

held on 14th May 2025 were approved as being a true and correct record and signed as such. 
 
4. ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
4.1 Page 641, Item a) i. Peacocks.  The Councillors again recognise that the Peacocks living around the 

Village is a polarizing topic.   There is no desire to cull the current muster, it was however felt that 
their numbers should now be restricted.  Further information to be sourced from Environmental 
Health, Tropiquaria Zoo, Peacocks UK other Councils with similar issues.  Cllr Russell raised the 
possibility of asking Parishioners their views. 

 
Resolution: 
That the Clerk source further information. 

 
4.2 Page 642, Item 8.1.2 Bleed Kits. 
 

Resolution: 
That Cllr Miles informs the Clerk of signage requirement. 
 

 
4.3 Page 644, Item 12.4 – Walkie-talkies.  As agreed, two walkie-talkies (Motorola T72 model) have 

been purchased for use in emergencies, particularly in the rare event of all communication and 
power being down in the village.  Cllr Martin conducted trials yesterday with two radio-ham 
enthusiasts from the village.  The devices worked well communicating out to the far side of 
Woolston, up to Kiln Ridge, to Manor Farm and the junction by the petrol station.  Communication 
was poor beyond the crest of The Rocks Road leading up towards Tower Hill.  Two other makes of 
walkie-talkie were evaluated alongside the new ones; the new Motorola models compared very 
favourably.  Following these trials, it is recommended that the parish council purchase another two 
similar walkie-talkies at a cost of about £40 for the pair.  Familiarisation of the volunteers with the 
walkie-talkies will take place at the next volunteers committee meeting (yet to be arranged).  The 
walkie-talkies have long-charge batteries and can be charged via a USB port.  Cllr Martin proposed a 
further two devices are purchased, seconded by Cllr Russell.  All in favour. 

 
Resolution: 
That the Clerk purchase two further walkie-talkies. 

 
4.4 Page 644, Item 12.4 – Community Emergency Plan. 
 

Resolution: 
Cllr Martin to collate further information regarding vulnerable parishioners (with their permission). 
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5 UPDATES ON SOMERSET WEST & TAUNTON PLANNING APPLICATIONS & APPEALS 
 
5.1 Planning Application - ABD/28/25/001 - Application for Prior Approval for Change of Use of 2 No. 

Agricultural Buildings Into 1 No. Dwelling House (Class C3) and for Associated Operational 
Development, Thornes Farm, Weacombe Road, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4ED (Notification Only) – 
Approved 28 May 2025 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 
6.1 Thatched Cottage, 78 Tower Hill, east boundary fence – The Parish Council would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the owners of Thatched Cottage for the work conducted to the east boundary.  
The removal of the overhanging vegetation is most welcomed as well as the construction of a 
robust fence which is a tremendous improvement.  It is appreciated that the work undertaken has 
improved safety for all who use this public highway.  Cllr Swan proposed a letter of 
acknowledgement, seconded by Cllr Martin.  All in favour. 

 
 Resolution: 

That the Clerk sends an acknowledgement letter for the work undertaken to the east boundary 
fence at Thatched Cottage, 78 Tower Hill. 
 

6.2 Speeding Traffic A358 – A further letter of concern regarding the traffic speed along the A358 at 
Tower Hill has been received from a resident.  Councillors discussed the current position and size of 
the 30mph signage and appreciated that Williton Parish Council’s Speed Indicator Device (SID) was 
in use.  Two Members live at Tower Hill and acknowledge that there are motorists who blatantly 
ignore the posted speed as indicated by the regulatory signs.  Members still feel that the Highways 
Authority could review this stretch of road to see if low-cost improvements could be made to 
discourage speeding. 

 
Resolution: 
That the Clerk writes to Somerset Councillor Davies with the Parish’s concerns. 
 

6.3 Councillors’ Review of Parish Regulations, Policies and Procedures – The Chair requested that 
Members divide the review of Parish Regulations, Policies and Procedures to spread the allocation 
of work. 

 
Resolution: 
That the Clerk circulated the current and model documents to Councillors for review. 

 
6.4 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England – draft report.  Members discussed and 

noted the draft report and the allocation of Sampford Brett to Quantock Ward. 
 
7. EROSION TO FOOTPATH WL20/17 AT ALLER FARM – ACCIDENT 31ST MAY 2025 
 
7.1 The Parish sent a letter to Cllr Wilkins, Lead Member for Transport and Waste Services, Somerset 

Council, notifying him that that the Parish Council received on the 31st of May 2025, reports of an 
accident resulting in head injuries to a walker using the WL20/17 adjacent to Aller Farm, Williton 
(“What3words” location hobbyists.oath.range).  To date no response has been received from Cllr 
Wilkins, however acknowledgement from Chris Hall, Executive Director, Community, Place & 
Economy Somerset Council. 
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7.2 Councillors were informed that the person who had fallen was in their 70s and required stitches to 
their injuries.  All Councillors wished the walker a speedy recovery. 

 
7.3 Cllr Brodrick tried to contact John Melrose from Somerset Council on the 6th of June 2025 but was 

only able to leave a message requesting a return call. 
 
8. FINANCIAL BUSINESS 
 
8.1 Financial Reports as of 2nd June 2025 
 

REVENUE BREAKDOWN   
Brought Forward   

Net Bank Balance as of 31 March 2025 £5,952.59 AGAR Section 2(1) 
Gross Income   

Precept - Received 15 April 2025 £4,500.00 AGAR Section 2 (2) 
 £4,900.00 Gross Income 
   

EXPENDITURE   
Staff 646.82 AGAR Section 2 (4) 

Other £1,57.09 AGAR Section 2 (6) 
 £1,803.91 Current Gross Expenditure 
   
INCOME MINUS EXPENDITURE £8,648.69 Net Banked Balance as 14th May 2025 
   
BANK RECONCILIATION £8,648.68  

Less any unpresented cheques £0  
Less: Petty cash float (if applicable) £0  

Add: any un-banked cash £0  
Net Banked Balance £8,648.68 AGAR Section 2 (7) 

   

 
8.2 Expenditure Category Breakdown as of 2nd June 2025 
 

Category Actual Budget Remaining Comments 
Bank Charges £9.00 £120.00 £111.00  
Emergency Provision £65.16 £500.00 £434.84 Defibrillator Pad/Batteries 
Grants £155.00 £250.00 £95.00 Flood group website; churchyard; BickWatch 
Hall Hire £0.00 £150.00 £150.00  
Insurance £413.10 £450.00 £36.90  
Internal Audit £0.00 £35.00 £35.00  
Maintenance of Assets £0.00 £150.00 £150.00 Provision for Repairs 
Membership £151.95 £100.00 -£51.95 SALC & NALC Membership 
Office Equipment/Stationery £0.00 £50.00 £50.00  
Service Agreements £362.88 £700.00 £337.12 Website & Dog Waste Bin 
Staff Wages £646.82 £2,998.00 £2,351.19 Pro-rata 4hrs pw (Scale 10) 
Training £0.00 £120.00 £120.00 Councillors & Clerk - average £30/40 each 
Transfer to GOV.UK email/website £0.00 £300.00 £300.00  
Telephone Kiosk Maintenance £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 Includes £800 SBAG grant 2024/2025 
TOTAL £1,803.91 £6,923.00 £5,119.10  
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8.3 Schedule of Payments dated 2nd June 2025 
 

PO No. Invoice No. Payee Description of Goods Total Cheque 
FPO 

Action 
Required 

Initial 

PO25002 LCO00750 Clear Council Local Councils Insurance 
Renewal 01 June 2025 – 30 
May 2026 

£413.10 FPO Retrospective 
Approval 

DJS 
&NB 

PO25009 n/a St George’s 
Church, 
Sampford Brett 

Maintenance Grant 2025-2026 
– St George’s Churchyard, TA4 
4LG 

£150.00 FPO Ratify 
Approval 

DJS 
&NB 

PO25013 Estimate 
24-006 

Joseph Peterson Painting of Sampford Brett 
Telephone Kiosk 

Within 
Allocated 

Budget 

FPO Authorisation 
of Payment 

NB & 
SV 

   Total: £1,363.10    
 

 Resolution: 
 That payment is made as set out in the Schedule of Payments 2nd June 2025.  Proposed by Cllr 

Voller and seconded by Cllr Skinner.  All in agreement. 
 
9. TO COMPLETE AND APPROVE SECTION 1 - ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2024/25 
 
9.1 Members completed Section 1 – Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 
 
10. TO APPROVAL SECTION 2 – ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2024/25 
 

Resolution: 
That the Accounting Statements 2024/25 are approved.  Proposed by Cllr Swan and seconded by 
Cllr Voller– all in agreement. 

 
11. TO APPROVAL THE PUBLICATION OF “ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025” 
 

Resolution: 
That the Publication of “Accounts for the Year Ended 31 March 2025” are approved for publication.  
Proposed by Cllr Swan and seconded by Cllr Martin– all in agreement. 
 

9. NEXT PARISH MEETING – 10th September 2025 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Signature: D J Swan Date: 10 September 2025 
 


