Sampford Brett Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 19" March 2025

Rk :
Minutes of the Sampford Brett Annual Parish Meeting which took place on Wednesday 19*" March 2025
and was held at Sampford Brett Village Hall, beginning at 6.30pm.

Parish Councillors Present: J Swan (Chair), N Brodrick (Vice Chair), B Martin, S Miles, J Russell, T Skinner,
and S Voller

In Attendance: Three Members of the Public, Somerset Councillor R Woods, and Mrs T-A Biss
(Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer)

The meeting was then formally opened.
1 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
The Chair, Cllr Jan Swan, welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.
2 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO APPROVE THE REASONS GIVEN (LGA 1972 s85 (1))
2.1 Apologies received from Hugh Davies, Somerset Council Councillor and two members of the Public.

3 TO APPROVE AND SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23" MARCH 2024 (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

Resolution:
That the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 23" March 2024 were approved as being a
true and correct record and signed as such.

4 ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
4.1 None outstanding.
5 ANNUAL REPORT ON PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITIES DURING THE LAST YEAR - CHAIR

5.1 Clerk - this time last year Tracey-Ann was our Locum Clerk following the resignation of Debbie
Dennis. We were pleased to welcome her back as our clerk and responsible financial officer a week
after last year's meeting.

5.2 Footpaths - Clir Brodrick has continued to consult with the Somerset Council footpaths team. The
Parish Council are however extremely disappointed with the lack of response or replies from the
RoW team, especially following notifications about the serious erosion to the footpath by Aller
Farm, which has been ongoing for more than a year and is still unresolved. Members thanked Cllr
Brodrick for his persistence in this matter.

5.3  Flood defence - The Flood Response Group has met twice during the year to share information and

review activities under the direction of Cllr Martin (Chair) and Clir Skinner (Vice-Chair).
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5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

The stream telemetry gauges are working well, and alerts now go to Simon Tremlett as well as to
Cllr Martin and Cllr Swan. The biggest issue is debris coming down the stream and blocking the
culvert grids; some nocturnal work was needed a couple of months ago to prevent flooding (thanks
go to Simon Tremlett, Leo Martin, and ClIr Martin for their work in clearing this debris).

During the year, the Council has bought a second larger dirty water pump and have replaced the
Floodsaxs that were used during the 2023 flood events. Members are grateful to Sampford Brett
Activities Group (SBAG) for the £400 they contributed to these purchases.

Overgrown hedges policy - Somerset Council issued a template letter for parish councils to send to
householders if their hedges are encroaching on a road or footpath. The Council have adopted this
and put it to use when contacting the owners of the Thatched House about their boundary bank.
Works on that bank are scheduled for this week.

Local Community Networks (LCNs) — Somerset Council designs these meetings to connect with
residents, businesses, and other partners to address local issues and priorities. They are bimonthly
with Cllr Swan the lead representative for the Parish, with deputies Clirs Skinner or Russell. There is
also a Highways subgroup on which ClIr Skinner stands for the Parish. The meetings are an
important access point for liaison with Somerset Council but are quite time-consuming and agenda
items are not always relevant to this Parish.

Telephone box - Members are very conscious that this is in desperate need of repainting and,
thanks to a grant (£800) from SBAG, have engaged a local contractor to do this. Work is scheduled
to start mid-June.

Defibrillator — The Council is pleased to report that the defibrillator has only been taken out to be
on standby whilst medical aid has been requested and not used during the year.

Clir Miles held a CPR refresher course in February 2025 for Parishioners, which was very well
attended (c.20 people) and which the Council very much appreciated.

Registration of 'the Circuit' (the National Defibrillator network - www.thecircuit.uk), caused issues
but is now resolved. The defibrillator appears on the "Defibrillator finder' website and the
emergency services are aware of its existence.

Emergency plan - Villagers will remember Storm Darragh (December 2024) which caused a major
power outage and the loss of mobile phone reception as well as power and some landlines for 36
hours.

Everyone rallied round magnificently but it did highlight that the Parish’s emergency plan did not
cover such an event. This has been rectified with Members discussing an amendment to that plan
at the next regular Parish meeting (following this meeting).

Suggestions as to what would have helped during this period include walkie-talkie type radios (for
communication between those co-ordinating a response) and a stand-by generator for the village
hall (so it can be used as a warm space with hot drinks and food). That would obviously be quite
costly, but the Council would welcome any comments or alternative suggestions. (Agenda item for
the next regular Parish meeting following this meeting).

Speeding on Tower Hill — This is an ongoing issue and complaints received about the risk,
particularly to children crossing the road to get to the school bus.
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5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

The Council has written to Highways and Police about this issue. Highways responded saying it is
not a priority for engineering improvements as only one minor accident in the last five years. Police
response awaited.

The Council have also asked Williton Parish Council (WPC) if they would be willing to share the data
from their Speed Indicator Device, (SID - a mobile, illuminated sign that displays a vehicle's speed in
real-time to alert drivers to their speed and encourage them to slow down if they are exceeding the
speed limit), when located on Tower Hill. WPC are currently experiencing issues with data
download, but hopefully information will be available soon.

One consideration is whether this Council could buy a SID as WPC is only sometime positioned on
Tower Hill. However, it is a question of cost — with each SID priced at c. £2,500 which is more than
half the annual budget.

Planning

Tremont -Tregenna Homes appealed against refusal, but the appeal was dismissed, primarily
because the inspector considered the proposed three houses to be overdevelopment of the site
and out of keeping with the area. Tregenna Homes has submitted a second application which is
better, but still to build 3-off houses. Not yet been determined.

Farmers Rest, replacement garage - approved once plans amended.

Mill cottage, retention of solar panels — approved.

Orchard Drive, tree works — split decision (one approved; one refused)

Manor Farm, retention of caravan — refused.

Kiln Ridge, relocation septic tank — approved.

Old Rectory Coach House, reroofing - approved.

Cloverfield Barn, change of materials - approved.

A358 surface dressing -Whilst this work was undertaken the traffic through the village increased
and raised health and safety issues. The Council raised concerns about the lack of diversion signs in
the village while this work was undertaken and the positioning of signs on the main road that
blocked the pavement. The response from Highways was very quick and agreed that signs should
not have blocked pavements but said that resources did not allow for direction signage to be placed
within the village to avoid traffic congestion.

Airband — Somerset Council’s “Connecting Devon & Somerset” (CDS) project has ended. CDS
contracted with broadband supplier “Airband” (an independent internet service provider) in late
2020 to deliver fibre broadband to communities across Devon & Somerset over the course of three
years, concluding at the end of 2024. This parish was included in the fibre broadband project but
following delays within the delivery of the contract this will no longer take place.

Precept — The Parish Council following the setting of the 2025-26 budget in December 2024 has
increased the precept for 2025-26 from £4,100 to £4,500 from 1 April 2025. (The precept is a local
tax levied by local councils (like parish or town councils) to fund their services.)

Village Hall Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) -The Council has been working with Village
Hall Management Committee (VHMC) to make sure that the proposed change in their constitution
will not adversely affect the facility of a Village Hall for residents in the future. The VHMC are
holding an EGM on Friday 21 March 2025 to give residents the opportunity to raise question on the
ClO proposal.
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6.1

Public Participation — views and questions from residents to Parish Councillors

Storm Darragh (December 2024) effect on the village was raised and the concern for vulnerable
residents. It was acknowledged that residents did rally and support each other, but the lack of
communication, especially as the “red” weather warning recommended that people stayed
indoors. It was felt that the major issue was with people feeling very isolated.

The meeting discussed the need to have access to:
° reliable information,

. clear and prompt communication and

. being able to contact loved ones.

An amendment to the Emergency Plan following the effect of Storm Darragh to be discussed at the
next regular Parish Meeting (following this meeting).

Chairman’s Signature: P} Swan Date: 11 March 2026
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