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Minutes of the Sampford Brett Parish Council Meeting which took place on Wednesday 19" March 2025
and was held at Sampford Brett Village Hall, beginning at 7.00pm.

Parish Councillors Present: J Swan (Chair), N Brodrick (Vice Chair), B Martin, S Miles, J Russell, T Skinner,
and S Voller

In Attendance: Two members of the Public, County Councillor R Woods, and Mrs T-A Biss
(Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer)

7.00pm - PRIOR TO THE START OF THE MEETING:

a) Questions and comments from members of the public.
No request had been received from members of the public.

b) Request to address the Parish Council from members of the public.
No request had been received from members of the public.

c) Reports from Somerset County Councillors
Apologies received from Somerset Clir H Davies. Clir Davies and Cllr Woods reports had been
circulated to Members prior to the meeting. Clir Woods provided report update.

The meeting was then formally opened.
*Please note that the Minutes following the agenda item numbers*

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO APPROVE THE REASONS GIVEN (LGA 1972 s85 (1))
1.1 None.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items (as set out within the Parish
Council’s Code of Conduct), and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that corresponds with Localism Act 2011
s33(b-e). (NB this does not prevent any later declarations)

2.1 None

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11" DECEMBER 2024 (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

Resolution:
That the minutes of the meeting of Sampford Brett Parish Council held on 11" December 2024
were approved as being a true and correct record and signed as such.
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4.1

4.2

6.1

7.1

8.1

ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Page 590, Item 8.1 — Registration of 'the Circuit' (the National Defibrillator network -
www.thecircuit.uk), caused issues but is now resolved. The defibrillator appears on the
“Defibrillator finder' website and the emergency services are aware of its existence.

Page 623, Item 8.1.2 — Bleed Kits. Cllr Miles confirmed the cost of a “Bleed Kit” is approximately
£70. Members felt that a Bleed Kit should be bought and placed within the Defibrillator cabinet,
proposed by Clir Skinner, and seconded by Clir Martin. All in agreement

Resolution:
The Clerk to buy the “Bleed Kit” as recommended by Clir Miles and co-ordinate signage.

UPDATE ON SOMERSET WEST & TAUNTON PLANNING APPLICATIONS & APPEALS

Planning application appeal - 3/28/23/003 Demolition of Dwelling and Erection of 3 No. Dwellings
with Associated Works Tremont, 33 Tower Hill, Williton, TA4 4JR (Pins Reference Number:
APP/E3335/W/24/3345467) — the Planning Inspectorate visited the site on the 11™" December 2024
and the Appeal Decision issued on the 5™ February 2025 — “The appeal is dismissed”.

PLANNING APPLICATION - 3/28/25/001 FORMATION OF NEW VEHICULAR ACCESS TO HIGHWAY,
APPLEGARTH, 35 TOWER HILL, WILLITON, TAUNTON, TA4 4JR

Following discussion, the Parish Council had no objections to planning application — 3/28/25/001,
Formation of new vehicular access to highway, Applegarth, 35 Tower Hill, Williton, Taunton, TA4
4JR, proposed by Clir Miles, seconded by Clir Brodrick. All in favour.

Resolution:
The Clerk to inform the Planning Authority of the Parish Council’s comments.

ANNOUCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR

For the tenth year, “Keep Britain Tidy” have organised the “Great British Spring Clean” and have
offered town and parish councils free litter collection bags - the Parish has obtained a small
guantity. Members discussed the possibility of a litter pick-up morning/afternoon followed by tea
and cakes in the Village Hall.

Resolution:
Members to discuss dates for a litter pick-up morning/afternoon followed by tea and cakes in the
Village Hall at the next Parish Meeting.

OVERGROWN HEDGES POLICY — IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES
Members agreed that when implementing this policy, a minimum of two Councillors are to attend
site. Photograph evidence taken and sent to the Clerk. The Clerk will notify the Occupier/Owner

via the “overgrown hedges” letter and include the photos.

Resolution:
Clerk to prepare basic guidelines for implementation of overgrown hedges policy.
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5.1

5.2

53

5.4

10

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

VILLAGE HALL CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION (CIO) UPDATE

Members welcomed Guy Kennett (Chair) and Martin Harris (Booking Officer) of the Village Hall
Management Committee (VHMC) and thanked them for their time. The discussion focused on the
draft “Constitution of Sampford Brett Village Hall CIO — 14 January 2025".

Councillors requested clarification specifically on items 4.8 and 4.10 of the draft constitution. The
major concern being the possibility that the facility of a Village Hall could be lost to the residents
due to the change from a registered charity (No. 268277) to the status of a CIO.

The VHMC representatives clarified that item 3 of the draft constitution has in place safeguards to
ensure there is no risk of loss of this facility.

The VHMC representatives also confirmed that the building, public liability insurance and other
documentation would be registered to mirror the CIO status (if approved following the public
meeting to discuss this, due on the 21 March 2025).

Resolution:

Members fully support the VHMC in their request to obtain CIO status and have no outstanding
issues.

UPDATE OF THE EMERGENCY PLAN TO ADDRESS LOSS OF COMMUNICATIONS

At the last Parish Council meeting there was an action to investigate how the Council should be
prepared and act for a prolonged lack of electronic communication (internet and mobile phone), as

happened during and after Storm Daragh in December 2024.

Clir Martin and Voller presented two documents:

. An amended draft Community Emergency Plan. The proposed changes include the addition
of “Prolonged power cuts and mobile phone networks not operating.”
. A draft Emergency Communication Plan which would form Appendix 3 of the Community

Emergency Plan

To support the documentation more emergency equipment was discussed:
. Diesel powered standby generator.

. Yellow hard hats (6 off).

. Walkie-talkies (including spare batteries) (4 off).

Members thanked Cllr Martin and Voller for their work. Councillors recognised that a diesel-
powered standby generator involved a specific project and working with other groups so for the
moment held. It was therefore conferred that the additional/amended Plans be adopted; hard hats
bought, and suitable “walkie-talkies” discussed with local village radio amateurs— proposed by Cllr
Swan, seconded by ClIr Russell. Agreed by all.

Resolution:

That the Community Emergency Plan and Emergency Communication Plan be adopted.
Resolution:

That yellow hard hats (6 off) are purchased by the Clerk.

Resolution:

That Clirs Martin and Voller discuss “walkie-talkies” with local village radio amateurs for guidance.
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11  UPDATE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS

11.1 Defibrillator (including maintenance and training) - Clir S Miles — No record of use since 11t
December 2025.

11.2 Footpaths and Rights of Ways - Clir N Brodrick

11.2.1  Footpath WL20/17 - ClIr Brodrick provided an update.

Date Reference Report Reply Date Reply
14 Mar 24 #76046 ‘Rutted’ footpath (difficult for walkers) 15 Mar 24 Awaiting quote for digger
and broken sign post by Aller Farm
16 Oct 24 #40035 ‘Rutted’ footpath (difficult for walkers) No reply
and broken sign post by Aller Farm
07 Jan 25 #79975 ‘Rutted’ footpath (difficult for walkers) 05 Mar 25 Your report has been closed for
and broken sign post by Aller Farm the following reason: Route is
footpath, not bridleway. No
horses legally allowed on route
unless LO permission

The response was felt by Councillors inadequate and dismissive of the health and safety issue.
The right of way is especially important as if forms part of the Coleridge Way.

Resolution:
That CllIr Brodrick clarifies the report dates and responses with the Clerk to enable a letter to be
sent to the Somerset Council Portfolio holder, ClIr Richard Wilkins raising the Council’s concerns.

11.3 Liaison with Village Hall Committee - ClIr S Voller — Clir Voller - refer to Item 5.
11.4 Flood Warden- Clir B Martin

11.4.1 The rainfall in December 2024 was 53mm (2 inches); January 2025 was 126mm (5 inches);
February 2025 was 60mm (2.4 inches) and March 2025 to date is minimal (0.5mm).

11.4.2  Very few alerts were noted. The 4™, 5" and 6™ of January saw heavy rains totalling 46mm (1.8
inches) over the 3 days. The stream was close to spilling onto the road by the trash screen
outside Sampford House.

11.4.3  Over 26" and 27" of January there were again heavy rains totalling 41mm (1.6 inches) over the
two days. Muddy water covered the width of the road flowing down from Manor Farm to the
junction. Beneath the main trash grid, the entrance to the culvert under the junction for the
stream was blocked by a log, so all the flood water was diverted into main storm drain system.
This was cleared. Cllr Martin thanked those volunteers who turned out, cleaning the road and
clearing the debris from the trash screens.

11.4.4  CllIr Martin attended the West Somerset Flood Group meeting on 22" January in Carhampton.
Nothing significant to report.

11.4.5 Clir Rutter of Williton Parish Council contacted Cllr Martin following a recommendation from the
Somerset River Authority and visited on the 18" of March to discuss the Parish’s management of
flooding for the Village. Cllr Martin also showed ClIr Rutter the trash screens, stream gauges,
drain markings, flood shed and equipment and explained the Emergency Flood Plan and the
network of volunteers.
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11.5 Local Community Network (LNC) — Clir J Swan/ClIr T Skinner

11.5.1

11.5.2

Sampford Brett Parish Council Meeting
19t March 2025

Minehead and Watchet LCN meeting held on 9*" January 2025 — Clir Swan

Coastal Protection Group: Significant discussion about the Coastal Protection Group. It
was noted that the group had not been active, and ClIr John Irven was keen that efforts
were made with Somerset Council to re-energize it.

Avon and Somerset Police Update: Avon and Somerset Police colleagues had tendered
their apologies for this meeting.

Local Government Boundary Commission Electoral Review: The meeting discussed the
ongoing consultation for the electoral review, which aims to reduce the number of
councillors and redefine ward boundaries.

Magna Housing: Representative had tendered apologies on behalf of Magna Housing and
was unable to attend the meeting.

Children and Young People: Paul Matcham (Minehead Eye / Connect Somerset)
circulated a slide presentation pack highlighting current initiatives and their work with
young people, including youth clubs, education programs, and well-being support.

Highways Working Group: Items included B3191 Re-routing; Rights of Way Issues; Active
Travel Route; Road Safety and Signage Issues. The Road Safety Team: Nick Cowling
(Somerset Council) and PC Dan Cox (ASP) would be attending the next Highways working
group at the request of Old Cleeve Parish Council.

Minehead and Watchet — LCN Highways Sub-Group held on 13 March 2025 - Clir Skinner

Discussion with the Road Safety Team - Nick Cowling/PC Dan Cox (ASP): Discussion
included the importance of reporting anti-social driving or riding; Fatal Five; and Speed
Indicator Devices (SID).

Update on Actions from earlier meetings: Items covered included street sweeping;
Dunster Underpass; B3191; Active Travel; Rights of Way; Luckes Lane, West Quantoxhead;
and Public Rights of Way. Glyn Edwards from Somerset Council has taken over from
Sarah Cresswell as Rights of Way warden and can be contacted on
Glyn.Edwards@Somerset.gov.uk.

Somerset Council transformation programme update: A Highways superintendent will
be recruited to the Exmoor Area which has been vacant since summer 2024. The county
will be split on an East/West division. (4 Area managers reduced to 2).
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12 Financial Business

12.1 Financial Reports as of 10" March 2025

INCOME
Brought Forward £5,150.09 Net Banked Balance as 315t March 2024
Precept - Received 30 April 2024 £4,100.00 AGAR Section 2 (2) — Current Gross Income
SBAG Donation — Kiosk Grant 800.00
£10,050.09
EXPENDITURE
Staff £1,697.54 AGAR Section 2 (4)
Other £1,557.54 AGAR Section 2 (6)
£3,255.08 Current Gross Expenditure
INCOME MINUS EXPENDITURE £6,795.01 Net Banked Balance as 10t March 2025
BANK RECONCILIATION £6,795.01 Actual bank balance
Less any unpresented cheques f0
Less: Petty cash float (if applicable) £0
Add: any un-banked cash £0
Net Banked Balance £6,795.01 AGAR Section 2 (8)

12.2 Expenditure Category Breakdown as of 30" November 2024

Category Actual Budget Remaining | Comments
Bank Charges £4.25 £0.00 -£4.25 | From January 2025
Emergency Provision £24.99 £500.00 £475.01 | Upgrade/replacement of emergency provisions
Grants £185.00 £250.00 £65.00 | Flood group website; churchyard; BickWatch
Hall Hire £115.00 £100.00 -£15.00
Insurance £435.82 £400.00 -£35.82
Internal Audit £35.00 £35.00 £0.00
Maintenance of Assets £0.00 £150.00 £150.00 | Provision for Repairs
Membership £95.08 £95.00 -£0.08 | SALC & NALC Membership
Office Equipment/Stationery £0.00 £50.00 £50.00
Service Agreements £662.40 £700.00 £37.60 | Website & Dog Waste Bin
Staff Wages £1,697.54 £2,838.00 £1,140.47 | Pro-rata 4hrs pw (Scale 9), (Jan 25 - Scale 10)
Training £0.00 £120.00 £120.00 | Councillors & Clerk - average £30/40 each
TOTAL £3,255.08 £5,238.00 £1,982.92

12.3 Schedule of Payments 10" March 2025

PO No. Invoice No. | Payee Description of Goods Total Clliche R:Eior 2 d Initial
P0O24019 Wages Mrs T-A Biss Clerk's Wages Oct- Dec 2024 £741.31 | Cheque | Authorisation | JS &
of Payment SV
P0O24020 450037417 Lloyds Bank plc Hire of Village Hall for Parish £4.25 | PAY Ratify JS &
Council Meetings 2024-2025 Payment NB
Total: £745.56
Resolution:

That Members agreed the Schedule of Payment dated 10" March 2025.
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13 APPROVE PARISH MEETING DATES FOR 2025-2026

° 14t May 2025 (to include Election of Chair & review of documentation)
° 11 June 2025 (to include End of Year Accounts)

. 10" September 2025

° 10t December 2025 (to include Setting of Budget and Precept)

. 11%* March 2026

Resolution:
That Members approved the Parish Meeting dates for 2025-2026.

14  NEXT PARISH MEETING - 14™ May 2025

Chairman’s Signature: b ) swan Date: 14 Mﬂg 2025
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