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THE CROWCOMBE HALL    
www.thecrowcombehall.co.uk 

 

A modern beautifully situated, exten-
sively equipped and licensed Hall.   

Not only ideal for the big occasion cele-
brations, theatre, dances etc but also 
regular activities such as yoga, toddler 

groups, and of course the famous  
Crowcombe Cinema.   

 
There is also a meeting room which is 

ideal for smaller functions. 
 

For film titles and tickets  email  
crowcombecinema@gmail.com  

 

 For Hall activities/reservations ring 
Annabel 01984 618254 

For reservations contact 

Joyce Dalton 01984 618636 

churchhouseenquiries@gmail.com 
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Quantock Towers Benefice  

Licensed Readers 

Bridget Capewell  Bicknoller 656298 

Dr John Crothers Nettleccombe 640787  Dr David Gover  Bicknoller     656252 

Gill Southwood Bicknoller 656874  Michael Pulvermacher Stogumber   01823 254588 

Director of Music and Organist Christopher Legrove  Stogumber 656156 

Parishes 

Bicknoller       Crowcombe  

Churchwardens Dr Steve Pryde  656863   Geoffrey Billson  618272 

  Carolyne Stock  656405   Melville Trimble  618727 

PCC Secretary Julie Hall-Williams  656381   Billie Trimble  618727 

PCC Treasurer Ann Leigh  656575   Roddy Saunders  618258 

Tower Captain Gary Sears  656616   Robert Kennedy  07501 630934 

Monksilver       Nettlecombe 

Churchwardens David Vere-Hodge  07802955252  Jane Wynne  640743 

        Lucy Devitt   01643 821102 

PCC Secretary Kate Adams (Acting)     Clive Thorne 

PCC Treasurer Frances Vere Hodge 656664   Richard Lewis  667447 

Tower Captain Delia Brandwood  07966 432225 

Sampford Brett       Stogumber 
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           656156 
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Leaders of Home Groups 
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Rector: The Reverend Prebendary Angela Berners –Wilson  
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Tel: 01984 656067  email: a.bernerswilson@btinternet.com 

Associate Vicar and Rural Dean: The Reverend Ben Flenley 
Tel: 01984 633568: email: flenbenley@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

Marcus Oakey Gardening  

Services 

Tel 01643 224027 /  07469966950 
 
 
 
 

Regular garden maintenance 
One-off tidy ups 

Tree and shrub pruning 
Grass and hedge cutting 
Full range of lawn care 

All types of weed control 
Landscaping and fencing work 

 
Licenced and qualified 

 



 

 

  

 

 

December letter for Pathways — Our last letter  from Ben 

In the process of the evolution of this wonderful Creation, from time 

to time there have been, and presumably will continue to be, seismic 

shifts which move things on rapidly, or otherwise had long-term 

effects on our planet (and beyond).  Think of the sudden disappear-

ance of the dinosaurs, for example. I have read that this led to wide-

spread development of flowering plants, which had started, but rap-

idly increased thereafter.  As another, random, example, in human 

terms the Industrial Revolution changed the World in so many ways. 

Have you ever stopped to consider how quiet the planet must have 

been prior to the invention of engines; coupled with that, the pace of 

change which followed the development of the internal combustion 

engine? From each of these, and many, many more ‘events’, a “new 

normal” has emerged. 

Who would have thought, in the run-up to last year’s Christmas, we 

would have seen lockdowns, the requirement to wear face coverings, 

governments in many countries paying its workforce to stay home?  

The cost, we all know, is not just financial; physical and mental health 

have taken a battering, institutions such as our brilliant NHS brought 

very nearly to their knees, businesses going bust, and so on. Covid-19 

is one of those epoch-defining moments, whereby life beyond will be 

different from life before. The very recent news of a working vaccine, 

with others to follow, is greatly encouraging, but the ‘roll-out’ will 

take time, too long for many, sadly, who will lose their lives to this 

virus before they can be protected. An admirable side-effect, howev-

er, has been to see the strengthening of a sense of community, a 

greater willingness to help people in need, and I pray that will not di-

minish once we all believe we’re safe again. 



 

 

 The Incarnation, God taking human form,  Christmas, was one such 

seismic shift: once “the Word became flesh” humanity’s under-

standing of the divine was changed forever. God is not external, re-

mote, fearsome, shrouded in the darkness of unknowing 

The duality of light and darkness is a universal concept. Imagine 

you’re in a room which is totally dark. You can’t see to move around 

freely. You stumble and trip because you can’t see where the obsta-

cles are. You’re afraid of what else might be there. But when the 

light is turned on, everything is transformed. With the Incarnation, 

an inextinguishable Light came in to the world: “the light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it” (John 1.8).  

Covid-19 has sharply reminded Christians that our task is not simply 

to gather together in large buildings, separated from our neigh-

bours, but that our calling is to bring that Light into the hearts of all 

people. That must be our ‘new normal’; as Jesus himself summa-

rised it: Love God, Love Neighbour. So simple! 

May God bless us all at Christmas, and beyond. 

Ben Flenley 

 

 

 



 

 

 708559 

2 West Park, Minehead, TA24 8AW 

 

 

“Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and a 
better 2021” 

 
With best wishes from 

Angela, Ben, + Nigel, Bridget, Gill, David, Michael 
& John.  



 

 

 

 

M. & M. COX Ltd. 

Bicknoller 

GAS SAFE – OFTEC - IOPHE 

Plumbing and Heating 

Bathrooms designed 

and installed 

40 years’ experience 

01984 656183 

Mobile 07966422673 

 

 

 

The Bicknoller Inn,  

Bicknoller 

A Traditional Country Pub  

Tuesday Night Chip Shop Night 

Take Away Available 

Thursday Night Curry Night 

01984 656234 
email: info@thebick.co.uk 

www.thebicknollerinn.co.uk 

mailto:email-info@thebick.co.uk
http://www.thebicknollerinn.co.uk


 

 

D. Q. CHIMNEY SWEEP 
SERVICES.  

Traditional brush sweep or 
Power chimney sweeping.  

Open fires and wood burn-
ers swept.  

Bird guards etc. fitted.  

Certificates available on re-
quest.  

Phone 07878257888 or 
01984 639224 

 

 

 

CLARA MANN 
 

HAIR DESIGN & BEAUTY 

01984 248001 
www.claramann-hairdesign.co.uk 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Email: Jem.Foster@btinternet.com 

DONIFORD, WATCHET 

AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE 

NEW EXECUTIVE CAR AVAILABLE 

To all airports & stations etc. 

4 and 7 seaters 



 

 

HEDLEY PRICE 

Family established independent 
funeral directors  

24-hour personal service  
covering all of  

West Somerset. 
 

Caring with compassion  
pre-paid funeral plans private, 

dedicated chapel of rest. 
Mart Road, Minehead  

 
01643 703111 

24hours: phone/fax 

Quantock  

Frameworks 
New address 

Westowe Manor Farm, 

Lydeard St Lawrence 

TA43SH 
 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Reduced hours in school holidays 

 
10% off your first order 

Law.sturgess@gmail.com 

Laura Sturgess 
 

 

01984 667633 

07825 489798 

HALL FARM B&B 
STOGUMBER 

 

 
 

7 en-suite rooms (single, twin, dou-
ble, family), wi-fi, off- street park-

ing, large gardens 
 

For further details, please contact 
us:- 

 

Tel: 01984 656321 

Email: hallfarm321@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

SAMPFORD BRETT ACTIVITIES GROUP 

 
100 CLUB 

Tickets cost £12 each and entitle you to a number that is entered into a 
monthly draw with a first prize of £25 and a second prize of £10. Our year 
runs from January to December so renewals are now due for 2021. New 
members are also most welcome to join! 

And a couple of dates for your diaries: 

SBAG AGM (via ZOOM) Tuesday 1st December 7.30pm. 

VILLAGE FETE – Saturday 12th July 2021 (fingers crossed!).  

For details of the above, including payment options for 100 club tickets 
and login details for the AGM, please email SBAG@sampfordbrett.org.uk 
or ring Jan Swan on 01984 633787. 

 

 

DAVE DATE 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 All types of decorating work undertaken 

We also do tiling of all descriptions and other work 

Tel: 01278 741356 

mailto:SBAG@sampfordbrett.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

SIMPLY STUNNING HATS TO HIRE 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

For an appointment and  

personal attention 

Jill Venn 

Binham Bridge Farm, Hele,  

Taunton TA4 1AJ 

Tel 01823 461643 

jillvenn@googlemail.com 

 

 

Supporting our churches. 

Reading the piece about maintaining Bicknoller churchyard in the November issue of 

Pathways has prompted me to write this article.  Although it concerns Sampford Brett 

much of the content applies equally to all our churches across the Benefice. 

Having no regular services since late March there has inevitably been a reduction in rev-

enue from collections.  However our expenditure has not decreased, along with all our 

sister churches we have had to continue to maintain our beautiful medieval church, the 

churchyard, service the boiler, fire extinguishers and lightning conductor, have the organ 

tuned as well as paying for insurance and service charges for water and electricity. 

In addition, here in Sampford Brett,  we now need to spend money on having the slates 

on the roof of the Chancel re-set as we are spending an increasing amount each year to 

have slipped or broken slates replaced. 

It will not have escaped your notice that the church clock has not been striking the 

hours.  Local attempts at a repair have failed so we are looking to a professional clock 

company to repair the striking mechanism.  

How can you help? 

Many people have established Standing Orders or Direct Debits set up to support the 

church on a regular basis and for this we are profoundly grateful, but has the amount 

promised been reviewed recently? 

Could you consider sponsoring a grass cut? 

Could you ‘buy’ a roof slate, or contribute towards the cost of repairing the church 

clock? Or to something specific to your local church? 

Do you purchase things ‘on-line’? If so, have you considered using the Giving Machine 

scheme?  This is a free download where many companies promise a small percentage of 

your expenditure to a charity of your choice.  This costs you as an individual absolutely 

nothing but provides a small income to your charity. 

For further information about setting up or changing a Standing Order/Direct Debit or 

details about the Giving Machine scheme please speak to your local treasurers, details at 

the front of Pathways,  who will deal in total confidence with your enquiry.   

Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

Martin Blazey 



 

 

 

 

   

QUANTOCK 

GROOMING ROOM 

Quality care and grooming 

for dogs 

 

Jo Stephens and Lynn Norris 

Fully qualified professional dog groomers 

01984 618688 

quantockgroomingroom@hotmail.com 



 

 

07809 140035 

Barn Cottage, Ash Priors 

TA4 3LZ 

 

 

 

As the Christmas services rota had been planned before the latest 
lockdown and restrictions here is a reminder (copy) for those wish-
ing to attend services this Christmas should we be able to go 
ahead. The centre rota has all of the services including the 9 les-
sons service at Stogumber on the 20th December.  We are hoping 
that all restrictions will have been lifted.   

 

Please check on the QTB site to confirm services or call the church 
warden should it not be able to have this planned rota. 

 

Christmas services Because we are worried about numbers, please 
can everyone who wants to attend Midnight Mass at 11.00pm in 
Stogumber, e mail the Church Warden Julian Spicer: julianspic-
er@hotmail.com. This will probably have to be a ticketed event in 
order not to have too many people in church. We can safely ac-
commodate approximately 50 people socially distancing – slightly 
more if some are in family bubbles, slightly less if there are lots of 
single people. Similarly Bicknoller can safely accommodate approx-
imately 30 people, so please let me know if you want to come to 
their Midnight Mass at 11.00pm.  There will also be the usual 2 
Bethlehem Masses at Sampford Brett and Monksilver, @ 9.00 p.m 
on Christmas Eve, so it would be useful if you can let their church-
wardens know if you intend to come. Crowcombe and Nettlecombe 
will have their Christmas morning services (Communion and Family 
Services respectively) at 10.30 on Christmas Day – again please let 
Churchwardens know if you would like to come. Thank you & sorry 
to have to  be so prescriptive. 

 

mailto:julianspicer@hotmail.com
mailto:julianspicer@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

  

NR Services 

> General Maintenance 

> Painting  & Decorating 

> Gardening & Cleaning 

> CALL 

> Nigel on 

> Telephone 

> 01984 633401 

> Mobile 

> 07967549621 

> Email 

> theridlers@tiscali.co.uk 

> Williton & all surrounding areas 

covered 

HELPING HANDS 

Do you need ? 
A hands and knees cleaner giving you  

a proper deep clean every time 

You don’t have to apologise for a 
messy house.  Dogs, dirt I love it all. 

Weekly, fortnightly or just a once a 
month clean 

I can also help you with your ironing 
offering a collection and return service 
One off house clean, as well as at the 

end of a tenancy 

Everything considered 

If I can be of help, please call 

Sarah Williams 

(01984 656400) 

References available 

HELPING HANDS 

mailto:theridlers@tiscali.co.uk


 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


