THE CROWCOMBE HALL

CROWCOMBE
CHURCH HOUSE

www.thecrowcombehall.co.uk

A modern beautifully situated, extensively equipped and licensed Hall.
Not only ideal for the big occasion celebrations, theatre, dances etc but also
regular activities such as yoga, toddler
groups, and of course the famous
Crowcombe Cinema.

Grade 2* listed

Gallery and Meeting Room
Wedding Receptions, Functions,
Meetings

Pathways November 2020

There is also a meeting room which is
ideal for smaller functions.
For film titles and tickets email
crowcombecinema@gmail.com

For reservations contact
Joyce Dalton 01984 618636

For Hall activities/reservations ring
Annabel 01984 618254

churchhousebookings@gmail.com

Pathways
Editor Maggie Inglis
Tel: 01984 631793
All copy for the December 2020 edition
should go to Maggie by 12th November

qtbpathways90@gmail.com
Advertising rates—all quarter page special rates for larger adverts if space allows.
For one year, twelve issues, Black and White £40 Colour £55: for the larger adverts
prices will increase up to £15.00/£20.00

For all advertising queries and problems contact Maggie Inglis as above

Remembrance Poppies in a garden at the Bishops Palace Wells.

Advertisements that conform with Diocesan Guidelines for acceptance are
Included on a first-come-first-served basis
and will be removed if payment becomes overdue.
Opinions expressed in articles or advertisements are not necessarily the official
views of the Church of England, of the Quantock Towers Benefice or of the
Pathways Editorial Board.

Linking the parishes of the Quantock Towers Benefice
Bicknoller † Crowcombe † Elworthy † Monksilver
Nettlecombe † Sampford Brett † Stogumber †
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Quantock Towers Benefice

Marcus Oakey Gardening

Rector: The Reverend Prebendary Angela Berners –Wilson
The Rectory, 11 Trendle Lane, Bicknoller, Taunton TA4 4EG
Tel: 01984 656067 email: a.bernerswilson@btinternet.com

Services
Tel 01643 224027 / 07469966950

Associate Vicar and Rural Dean: The Reverend Ben Flenley
Tel: 01984 633568: email: flenbenley@btinternet.com
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
Full range of lawn care
All types of weed control
Landscaping and fencing work

Licensed Readers
Bridget Capewell

Bicknoller

656298

Dr John Crothers Nettleccombe

640787

Dr David Gover

Bicknoller

656252

Gill Southwood

656874

Michael Pulvermacher

Stogumber

01823 254588

Bicknoller

Director of Music and Organist

Christopher Legrove

Stogumber

656156

Parishes
Bicknoller
Churchwardens

Licenced and qualified

Crowcombe
Dr Steve Pryde

656863

steve.pryde99@gmail.com

Geoffrey Billson

618272

Melville Trimble

618727

PCC Secretary

Deirdre Gascoigne

656340

Billie Trimble

618727

PCC Treasurer

Ann Leigh

656575

Roddy Saunders

618258

Tower Captain

Gary Sears

656616

Robert Kennedy

07501 630934

David Vere-Hodge

07802955252

Monksilver
Churchwardens

Nettlecombe

PCC Secretary

Kate Adams (Acting)

PCC Treasurer

Frances Vere Hodge

656664

Tower Captain

Delia Brandwood

07966 432225

640743

Lucy Devitt

01643 821102

Clive Thorne
Richard Lewis

Sampford Brett
Churchwardens

Jane Wynne

667447

Stogumber
Brenda Mandziej

633618

Tom Vesey

Martin Blazey
656156

632683

Julian Spicer julianspicer@hotmail.com

PCC Secretary

656505

Bridget Weir

656145

PCC Treasurer

Kate McCrimmon

631429

Allan Weir

656145

Tower Captain

Martin Blazey

632683

Sara Coward

656317

Leaders of Home Groups
Benefice Treasurer: Dr John Crothers 640787 Egypt Cottage, Washford, TA23 0LY
nettlecombe1@talktalk.net
Benefice Child Protection Officer/Bullying and Harassment Officer & Care of Vulnerable Adults: Sally Pryde 656863

sally.pryde99@gmail.com
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Thanksgiving, Remembrance, Christmas & Farewells

It seems quite novel to be writing my editorial for Pathways after a 6
month absence! The Diocese is still not allowing us to distribute parish
magazines, owing to the Covid19 regulations, but instead we have decided
to have a slightly limited print run of 80%, and leave copies in each church
for individual subscribers to pick up for themselves.
First of all may I start by thanking each and every one of you who sent me
such lovely cards and letters of condolence when my beloved Andrew died
so unexpectedly in June – I say unexpectedly, we knew he had cancer but
he had initially been given ‘years’ to live by the consultant, and then
‘weeks’ in early June. The very day he died the Doctor told me on the
phone it would probably be ‘days’ rather than weeks, but ‘you can never
tell’. In the event he had passed on to heaven within 4 hours of that conversation, and alas I was not with him at the end as it all happened so
quickly. However I am genuinely glad that he did not suffer longer, after
only a week back in hospital. I had well over 300 cards & letter – not ALL
from the Benefice! – so it has been impossible to thank you all personally,
but they were all much appreciated, as has been the hospitality I have received from so many of you since. A very large THANK YOU indeed. It really
helped to know how much you all cared, and I was quite overwhelmed by
how many people turned up to line the lanes – appropriately socially distanced of course - of Bicknoller for his funeral. And indeed outside Minehead railway station where the hearse passed by on its way to Bicknoller
there were over 30 of his rail chums clapping him on his way.
The funeral in Bicknoller Churchyard took place on 25th June on what must
have been the very hottest day of the year. Thanks to Bishop Nigel for conducting it, and Ben for preaching – as well as the friend who introduced us
in 1983. Andrew’s death leaves a huge hole in my life, but life goes on, despite the Pandemic.
30
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So, looking ahead, there will (at time of going to press, who knows what further restrictions we might face?) be services in all 6 churches at 10.50 a.m on
Remembrance Sunday, 8th November. Then looking further ahead, we are at
this point in time planning all the usual services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, with the exception of the Stogumber childrens nativity – which we
hope will take place in a much more limited form, and possibly outside. More
details will be in the December issue of Pathways, so watch this space and the
Church Porch for details! Alas we are not allowed to sing in church, except for
small socially distanced choirs, so the usual Carol Services will not be able to
take place, but we are working on possible substitutes for these events.
Christmas services Because we are worried about numbers, please can everyone who wants to attend Midnight Mass at 11.00pm in Stogumber, e mail the
Church Warden Julian Spicer: julianspicer@hotmail.com. This will probably
have to be a ticketed event in order not to have too many people in church.
We can safely accommodate approximately 50 people socially distancing –
slightly more if some are in family bubbles, slightly less if there are lots of single people. Similarly Bicknoller can safely accommodate approximately 30 people, so please let me know if you want to come to their Midnight Mass at
11.00pm. There will also be the usual 2 Bethlehem Masses at Sampford Brett
and Monksilver, @ 9.00 p.m on Christmas Eve, so it would be useful if you can
let their churchwardens know if you intend to come. Crowcombe and Nettlecombe will have their Christmas morning services (Communion and Family Services respectively) at 10.30 on Christmas Day – again please let Churchwardens
know if you would like to come. Thank you & sorry to have to be so prescriptive. It is also hoped to have some form of 9 Lessons and Carols in Stogumber
the Sunday before Christmas, but this will be announced in the next Pathways.
Ben Flenley’s Farewell I think most people know by now that sadly we are
losing Ben (and Kathryn) at the end of the year when they retire to Sussex. So
Ben’s final Eucharist will be on Sunday 27th December at 10.30 in Stogumber.
Because it is highly likely that more than 50 people will want to attend, we are
also planning a farewell Evensong at 6.00pm in Crowcombe Church on the
same day, as needed. Again please contact Julian Spicer to express an interest,
by the first week in December. We will have the 2nd service if necessary. Of
course if by then all public worship is banned again, we will have to do it on
Zoom! Take care everyone and stay safe. Remember masks have to be worn in
church by law.
Angela Berners-Wilson
4
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Andrew Sillett – an appreciation

708559
2 West Park, Minehead, TA24 8AW
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My first recollection of Andrew was one Sunday in Bicknoller church, soon after
he and Angela had arrived in the Benefice. He was sitting just in front of me. As
the strains of the last hymn died away, I noticed that he seemed immobile, eyes
closed, slightly slumped. Concerned, I leant forward and said, “Andrew, are you
ok?” He opened his eyes. “Ahh...those words...that music...Graham
Kendrick!” (Graham Kendrick is a contemporary hymn writer whose songs often
contain deeply moving words). The passion, faith and humility of the man were
revealed in that one moment.
Andrew Ernest Wellesley Sillett was born in Germany in 1950, educated at Charterhouse and Birmingham University, and then completed his Articles in London
which enabled him to become a Solicitor of the High Court. The famous Lord
Denning signed his qualification certificate which Andrew was always honoured
to display on his study wall. He became a specialist in Town and Country Planning law and was very proud to become a member of the Law Society Planning
Panel. He worked mainly in local government, his last job being in the legal department of Reading Borough Council.
The high point in Andrew’s life was the day he married Angela, since when he
energetically and enthusiastically supported her in her ministry. He absolutely
adored Angela – and also his nieces, great nephews and great niece, not to mention five Godchildren.
His many interests – all pursued with great passion – included his membership of
the RSPB, and of course, steam trains! He had a fabulous singing voice which he
developed following training at a young age, auditioning successfully for the Royal Choral Society, of which he was a member for 25 years. He was even allowed
to join Stogumber Village and Church choirs(!) In fact his love of steam trains and
singing overlapped on more than one occasion when he came puffing in to choir
practice (slightly late), still dressed in his orange Day-Glo boiler suit, covered in
soot from head to toe. He once confided to me, “I might have risen higher in the
legal world, but I think I am a bit too eccentric!”
Eccentric Andrew might have been, but in the most endearing way. His elder
brother Hugo told me this about him: “He always provided comfort, inspiration,
wisdom and encouragement to me, and to everyone who knew him. He was a
golden man with a golden heart.”
And so say all of us.
David Gover
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M. & M. COX Ltd.
Bicknoller
GAS SAFE – OFTEC - IOPHE

The Bicknoller Inn,

Plumbing and Heating

Bicknoller

Bathrooms designed
and installed

A Traditional Country Pub
Andrew enjoying a sit down on a Minehead train.

Tuesday Night Chip Shop Night
Take Away Available

40 years’ experience

Thursday Night Curry Night

01984 656183

01984 656234
email: info@thebick.co.uk
www.thebicknollerinn.co.uk
6

Mobile 07966422673
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath
and Wells
For Parish Newsletters – September 2020

D. Q. CHIMNEY SWEEP
SERVICES.
Traditional brush sweep or
Power chimney sweeping.
Open fires and wood burners swept.

CLARA MANN

Bird guards etc. fitted.
Certificates available on request.

HAIR DESIGN & BEAUTY

01984 248001

Phone 07878257888 or
01984 639224

www.claramann-hairdesign.co.uk

I am writing this whilst receiving treatment in hospital, although by the time
you read this, I hope that I may be back home having completed my first
course of chemotherapy. The first thing I want to say, and I am sure this is
echoed by so many, is what wonderful treatment and care I have received
from everyone in the hospital. Their kindness, concern and professionalism
are beyond words.
What is an unusual experience for me however, is that I have not been allowed to leave my room and the doors and windows have been kept firmly
shut. Looking out of my window and craning my neck upwards I am just able
to get a glimpse of the sky outside. Without that I would not know whether
it was sunny or cloudy or raining outside. Not that I am in any way complaining. I am safe and receiving the best care imaginable. It is also important
whatever may happen to keep a sense of proportion. I vividly recall hearing
Terry Waite speak when he came to the diocese on one occasion. It is unimaginable what he went through in those 1763 days in Beirut – the first four
years of which were spent in solitary confinement, blindfolded, in a basement room with no windows, with no books or papers, chained to a radiator
and sleeping on the floor. His courage and faith are remarkable and have
inspired so many people since. I remember him once being interviewed and
being asked what the happiest moment of his life was, one that he would
cherish forever. He replied: ‘When my blindfold was taken off during my release in November 1991. I’d been in the dark – in a basement or blindfolded
- for years. For the first time in five years I saw the sky, the grass, the colours, and I felt the wind on my face.’
Terry Waite is also very clear about how the prayers of so many others supported him through those years. As I write I am also very aware of all the
prayers that have and are being said for me. That is both humbling and encouraging and once I am getting out and about again, I look forward to being
able to thank you personally.
With my thanks, best wishes and prayers for you,
Bishop Peter
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DONIFORD, WATCHET
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE
NEW EXECUTIVE CAR AVAILABLE

To all airports & stations etc.
4 and 7 seaters

Email: Jem.Foster@btinternet.com

8
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Quantock
Frameworks

HEDLEY PRICE
Family established independent
funeral directors
24-hour personal service
covering all of
West Somerset.

New address

Westowe Manor Farm,
Lydeard St Lawrence
TA43SH
Saturdays by appointment only

Caring with compassion
pre-paid funeral plans private,
dedicated chapel of rest.
Mart Road, Minehead

Reduced hours in school holidays

10% off your first order
Law.sturgess@gmail.com
Laura Sturgess

01643 703111
24hours: phone/fax

01984 667633
07825 489798

HALL FARM B&B
STOGUMBER

7 en-suite rooms (single, twin, double, family), wi-fi, off- street parking, large gardens
For further details, please contact
us:Tel: 01984 656321
Email: hallfarm321@gmail.com
24
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DAVE DATE
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
All types of decorating work undertaken
We also do tiling of all descriptions and other work

Tel: 01278 741356

10
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SIMPLY STUNNING HATS TO HIRE
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
For an appointment and
personal attention

Jill Venn
Binham Bridge Farm, Hele,
Taunton TA4 1AJ
Tel 01823 461643
jillvenn@googlemail.com
22
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Upkeep and Maintenance of
Bicknoller Churchyard -

QUANTOCK
GROOMING ROOM
Quality care and grooming
for dogs

NOT

Jo Stephens and Lynn Norris
Fully qualified professional dog groomers

01984 618688
quantockgroomingroom@hotmail.com
Donations should be sent to
Email

Phone

Please make cheques payable to
PCC Churchyard Fund

Bicknoller St George

A volunteer is needed.
It is well known by now that I (Ben) shall be retiring at the end
of December. I would be delighted to give training to anyone
willing to learn how to run a Zoom service: it really isn't difficult. I would add that our Clergy/Readers would be very happy
for others to be in control of the simple technology!
Please contact me : flenbenley@btinternet.com /01984
633568 if interested.
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Barn Cottage, Ash Priors
TA4 3LZ

07809 140035
20

Welcome back to the readers of Pathways:
Whilst it is lovely to be able to produce Pathways again for you of course I cannot
guarantee that the advertisers are still able to offer the services that they advertised
before or that they are still in business. Please be patient about this, I am sure we shall
be getting back to the usual services that had been offered sometime before too long.
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HELPING HANDS
Do you need ?

NR Services

A hands and knees cleaner giving you
a proper deep clean every time
You don’t have to apologise for a
messy house. Dogs, dirt I love it all.
Weekly, fortnightly or just a once a
month clean
I can also help you with your ironing
offering a collection and return service
One off house clean, as well as at the
end of a tenancy
Everything considered
If I can be of help, please call
Sarah Williams
(01984 656400)

> General Maintenance

> Painting & Decorating
> Gardening & Cleaning
> CALL
> Nigel on
> Telephone
> 01984 633401
> Mobile
> 07967549621
> Email
> theridlers@tiscali.co.uk
> Williton & all surrounding areas

References available

covered

HELPING HANDS
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November 2020 Village Agent News:
Autumn is here and the winter flu vaccination programme is in full swing – it’s especially
important this year to get your flu vaccine if you are eligible for the free treatment, and
maybe consider paying for one if you aren’t. This year the flu vaccine is being offered on
the NHS to:
adults 65 and over
people with certain medical conditions (including children in at-risk groups from 6
months of age)
pregnant women
people living with someone who's at high risk from coronavirus (on the NHS shielded
patient list)
children aged 2 and 3 on 31 August 2020, children in primary school & year 7 pupils
frontline health or social care workers
All of the Flu Sessions for West Somerset Healthcare will be held at Watchet Surgery this
year as a means of providing as Covid-19 secure an environment as possible.
Watchet surgery was closed to patients at the height of the pandemic and was used by
the practice as an administration hub to enable safely socially distancing for staff. The
site was used by office workers and clinical staff conducting remote telephone consultations with patients. It was opened to patients from 1 September, but only for them to
attend for routine nurse and Healthcare Assistant (HCA) appointments. GP’s are on site
but only for telephone and video consultations. Poorly patients who need to be seen are
asked to attend for a GP appointment at Williton surgery.
The flu clinics at Watchet have been carefully planned so that there is a one way system
through the building and 2m social distancing whilst patients wait. Patients will have
temperature and symptom checks on arrival.
So far the receptionists have not experienced any issues booking patients in for their flu
jab appointments and the first few clinics are already full.
You can have your NHS flu vaccine at:
your GP surgery or local Hospital
a local pharmacy offering the service
your midwifery service if they offer it for pregnant women
Somerset CCG are also looking at one-stop shop type locations where people can get
Covid testing, flu vaccinations, Covid vaccinations & anti-body testing.
If you have your flu vaccine at a pharmacy, you do not have to inform a GP. It's up to the
pharmacist to do that. Full details are here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
Contact me Izzy Silvester on 07931 014045

izzy@somersetrcc.org.uk for confiden-

tial advice and support.
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